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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To automatically charge a user at the time of adding any 
function to software without bothering the user, and to reduce any labor and cost at 
the time of adding any function to the software. 

SOLUTION: A client computer is preliminarily provided with a plurality of functions, 
accesses a server computer to inform of a function desired to be used. The server 
computer charges the user with the price of the informed function, and communicates 
the result to the client computer. The client computer releases the function limit of the 
charged function so that the function can be made available. 



LEGAL STATUS [Date of request for examination] 29.1 1 .2004 
[Date of sending the examiner's decision of rejection] 

[Kind of final disposal of application other than the examiner's decision of rejection or 
application converted registration] 
[Date of final disposal for application] 
[Patent number] 
[Date of registration] 



[Number of appeal against examiner's decision of rejection] 

[Date of requesting appeal against examiner's decision of rejection] 

[Date of extinction of right] 

* NOTICES * 

JPO and NCIPI are not responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation. 

1 This document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not reflect 
the original precisely. 

2.**** shows the word which can not be translated. 
3.ln the drawings, any words are not translated. 



CLAIMS 



[Claim(s)] 

[Claim 1] In the client/server system to which the server computer and the client 
computer which owns the software which carries two or more functions were 
connected A notice means to notify the function chosen from said two or more 
functions to said server computer, The means of communication which transmits 
transfer of the use propriety of the function notified by said notice means to said client 
computer, The client/server system characterized by having the control means which 
controls the use propriety of the function notified by said notice means in said client 
computer according to the transfer by said means of communication. 
[Claim 2] The transfer by said means of communication is a client/server system 
according to claim 1 characterized by being based on whether the countervalue of the 



function notified by said notice means was charged. 

[Claim 3] It is the client/server system according to claim 1 or 2 carry out that 
accounting to said function by which predetermined-time use is not carried out is 
interrupted as the description when it has an accounting means charge periodically to 
the function which became usable by said control means, and an access means 
access said server computer when the function predetermined-time use is not done 
[ the function ] by the user exists and said accounting means has access by said 
access means. 

[Claim 4] Said means of communication is a client/server system according to claim 3 
characterized by transmitting transfer of the use propriety of the function concerned to 
said client computer when there is a function in which accounting was interrupted by 
said accounting means. 

[Claim 5] The client computer carry out having had the notice means notify the 
function chosen from two or more of said functions in the client computer which owns 
the software which carries two or more functions, the receiving means receive 
transfer of the use propriety of the function notified by said notice means, and the 
control means control the functional limit of the function notified by said notice means 
according to the transfer received by said receiving means as the description. 
[Claim 6] The client computer according to claim 5 characterized by having a display 
means to distinguish and display the function in which the functional limit was 
canceled among said two or more functions, and the function which is not canceled 
by said control means. 

[Claim 7] The client computer according to claim 5 or 6 characterized by having an 
access means to access a server computer when the function predetermined time 
use is not done [ the function ] by the user exists. 

[Claim 8] The server computer carry out having had a reception means receive the 



notice of the function chosen by the client computer which owns the software which 
carries two or more functions, a decision means determine said notified use propriety 
of a function, and the means of communication transmit the transfer of the use 
propriety of said notified function for which it opted with said decision means as the 
description. 

[Claim 9] Said decision means is a server computer according to claim 8 
characterized by determining the use propriety of said notified function based on 
whether the countervalue of the function notified by said notice means was charged. 
[Claim 10] In the control approach of a client/server system that the server computer 
and the client computer which owns the software which carries two or more functions 
were connected The notice process which notifies the function chosen from said two 
or more functions to said server computer, The transfer process which transmits 
transfer of the use propriety of the function notified in said notice process to said client 
computer, The control approach characterized by having the control process which 
controls the use propriety of the function notified in said notice process in said client 
computer according to the transfer in said transfer process. 

[Claim 1 1] In the storage memorized possible [ computer read-out of the program for 
enforcing the control approach of a client/server system that the server computer and 
the client computer which owns the software which carries two or more functions 
were connected ] The notice process which notifies the function chosen from said two 
or more functions to said server computer, The transfer process which transmits 
transfer of the use propriety of the function notified in said notice process to said client 
computer, The storage characterized by making a computer execute the program for 
carrying out the control process which controls the use propriety of the function 
notified in said notice process in said client computer according to the transfer in said 
transfer process. 



[Claim 1 2] In the program for enforcing the control approach of a client/server system 
that the server computer and the client computer which owns the software which 
carries two or more functions were connected The notice step which notifies the 
function chosen from said two or more functions to said server computer, The transfer 
step which transmits transfer of the use propriety of the function notified in said notice 
step to said client computer, The program characterized by making a computer 
perform the control step which controls the use propriety of the function notified in 
said notice step in said client computer according to the transfer in said transfer step. 
[Claim 13] In the control approach of a client computer of owning the software which 
carries two or more functions The notice process which notifies the function chosen 
from said two or more functions, and the receiving process which receives transfer of 
the use propriety of the function notified in said notice process, The control approach 
characterized by having the control process which controls a functional limit of the 
function notified in said notice process according to the transfer received in said 
receiving process. 

[Claim 14] In the storage which memorized the program for enforcing the control 
approach of a client computer of owning the software which carries two or more 
functions The notice process which notifies the function chosen from said two or more 
functions, and the receiving process which receives transfer of the use propriety of 
the function notified in said notice process, The storage characterized by making a 
computer execute the program for carrying out the control process which controls a 
functional limit of the function notified in said notice process according to the transfer 
received in said receiving process. 

[Claim 15] In the program for enforcing the control approach of a client computer of 
owning the software which carries two or more functions The notice step which 
notifies the function chosen from said two or more functions, The receiving step which 



receives transfer of the use propriety of the function notified in said notice step, The 
program characterized by making a computer perform the control step which controls 
a functional limit of the function notified in said notice step according to the transfer 
received in said receiving step. 

[Claim 16] The control approach of carrying out having had the reception process 
which receives the notice of the function chosen by the client computer which owns 
the software which carries two or more functions in the control approach for 
controlling a server computer, the decision process which determine said notified use 
propriety of a function, and the transfer process transmit the transfer of the use 
propriety of said notified function for which it was opted in said decision process as 
the description. 

[Claim 17] In the storage memorized possible [ computer read-out of the program for 
enforcing the control approach for controlling a server computer ] The reception 
process which receives the notice of the function chosen by the client computer which 
owns the software which carries two or more functions, The storage characterized by 
making a computer execute the program for carrying out the decision process which 
determines the use propriety of said notified function, and the transfer process which 
transmits transfer of the use propriety of said notified function for which it opted in 
said decision process. 

[Claim 18] In the program for enforcing the control approach for controlling a server 
computer The reception step which receives the notice of the function chosen by the 
client computer which owns the software which carries two or more functions, The 
program characterized by making a computer perform the decision step which 
determines the use propriety of said notified function, and the transfer step which 
transmits transfer of the use propriety of said notified function for which it opted in 
said decision step. 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION 



[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Field of the Invention] Especially this invention relates to a storage at the 
client/server system at the time of adding a function to the software of a client 
computer about a storage at a client/server system, a client computer, a server 
computer and its control approach, and a list, a client computer, a server computer 
and its control approach, and a list. 
[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art] Accounting of the countervalue for using software 
conventionally is performed on the basis of the unit price of packaged software, 
namely, — as the packaged software which can perform two or more functions — the 
selling price ~ with - **** - the countervalue for using it is charged in many cases, 
although the case where software is dealt in through the Internet by the spread of the 
Internet is increasing these days, even if it is that case - accounting - the selling 
price as packaged software - with - **** - it is carried out. 
[0003] 

[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention] However, when the conventional 
accounting approach added and used a new function for software, the user had to 
pay the selling price of the software itself to which the function was added as a 
countervalue, and needed to re-install the software itself. Moreover, in the software 
itself to which the function was added, when using it, having added a new function to 



the software purchased by the website on the Internet, since the user needed to do 
download from the website, he required time and effort and cost for the download. 
[0004] It aims at mitigating the time and effort and cost at the time of performing 
automatically accounting at the time of adding a function to software, without troubling 
a user's hand, and adding a function to software in this invention. 
[0005] 

[Means for Solving the Problem] In order to attain the above-mentioned purpose, a 
client/server system according to claim 1 In the client/server system to which the 
server computer and the client computer which owns the software which carries two 
or more functions were connected A notice means to notify the function chosen from 
said two or more functions to said server computer, The means of communication 
which transmits transfer of the use propriety of the function notified by said notice 
means to said client computer, It is characterized by having the control means which 
controls the use propriety of the function notified by said notice means in said client 
computer according to the transfer by said means of communication. 
[0006] It is characterized by basing a client/server system according to claim 2 on 
whether the countervalue of the function in which the transfer by said means of 
communication was notified by said notice means was charged in the client/server 
system according to claim 1 . 

[0007] A client/server system according to claim 3 An accounting means to charge 
periodically in a client/server system according to claim 1 or 2 to the function which 
became usable by said control means, It has an access means to access said server 
computer when the function predetermined time use is not done [ the function ] by the 
user exists. Said accounting means When there is access by said access means, it is 
characterized by interrupting accounting to said function by which predetermined time 
use is not carried out. 



[0008] In a client/server system according to claim 3, a client/server system according 
to claim 4 Is characterized by transmitting transfer of the use propriety of the function 
concerned to said client computer, when said means of communication has the 
function in which accounting was interrupted by said accounting means. 
[0009] In order to attain the above-mentioned purpose, a client computer according to 
claim 5 In the client computer which owns the software which carries two or more 
functions A notice means to notify the function chosen from said two or more 
functions, and a receiving means to receive transfer of the use propriety of the 
function notified by said notice means, It is characterized by having the control means 
which controls a functional limit of the function notified by said notice means 
according to the transfer received by said receiving means. 

[0010] A client computer according to claim 6 is characterized by having a display 
means to distinguish and display the function in which the functional limit was 
canceled among said two or more functions, and the function which is not canceled 
by said control means in a client computer according to claim 5. 
[0011] In a client computer according to claim 5 or 6, a client computer according to 
claim 7 is characterized by having an access means to access a server computer, 
when the function predetermined time use is not done [ the function ] by the user 
exists. 

[0012] It carries out having had the means of communication a server computer 
according to claim 8 transmits the use propriety of said notified function for which it 
was opted by reception means receive the notice of the function chosen by the client 
computer which owns the software which carries two or more functions, decision 
means opt for said notified transfer of the use propriety of a function, and said 
decision means in order to attain the above-mentioned purpose as the description. 
[0013] A server computer according to claim 9 is characterized by said decision 



means determining the use propriety of said notified function based on whether the 
countervalue of the function notified by said notice means was charged in a server 
computer according to claim 8. 

[0014] In order to attain the above-mentioned purpose, the control approach of a 
client/server system according to claim 10 In the control approach of a client/server 
system that the server computer and the client computer which owns the software 
which carries two or more functions were connected The notice process which 
notifies the function chosen from said two or more functions to said server computer, 
The transfer process which transmits transfer of the use propriety of the function 
notified in said notice process to said client computer, It is characterized by having 
the control process which controls the use propriety of the function notified in said 
notice process in said client computer according to the transfer in said transfer 
process. 

[0015] In order to attain the above-mentioned purpose, a storage according to claim 

11 In the storage memorized possible [ computer read-out of the program for 
enforcing the control approach of a client/server system that the server computer and 
the client computer which owns the software which carries two or more functions 
were connected ] The notice process which notifies the function chosen from said two 
or more functions to said server computer, The transfer process which transmits 
transfer of the use propriety of the function notified in said notice process to said client 
computer, It is characterized by making a computer execute the program for carrying 
out the control process which controls the use propriety of the function notified in said 
notice process in said client computer according to the transfer in said transfer 
process. 

[0016] In order to attain the above-mentioned purpose, a program according to claim 

12 The notice step which notifies the function chosen from said two or more functions 



to said server computer, The transfer step which transmits transfer of the use 
propriety of the function notified in said notice step to said client computer, It is 
characterized by making a computer perform the control step which controls the use 
propriety of the function notified in said notice step in said client computer according 
to the transfer in said transfer step. 

[0017] In order to attain the above-mentioned purpose, the control approach 
according to claim 13 In the control approach of a client computer of owning the 
software which carries two or more functions The notice process which notifies the 
function chosen from said two or more functions, and the receiving process which 
receives transfer of the use propriety of the function notified in said notice process, It 
is characterized by having the control process which controls a functional limit of the 
function notified in said notice process according to the transfer received in said 
receiving process. 

[0018] In order to attain the above-mentioned purpose, a storage according to claim 

14 In the storage which memorized the program for enforcing the control approach of 
a client computer of owning the software which carries two or more functions The 
notice process which notifies the function chosen from said two or more functions, 
and the receiving process which receives transfer of the use propriety of the function 
notified in said notice process, It is characterized by making a computer execute the 
program for carrying out the control process which controls a functional limit of the 
function notified in said notice process according to the transfer received in said 
receiving process. 

[0019] In order to attain the above-mentioned purpose, a program according to claim 

15 In the program for enforcing the control approach of a client computer of owning 
the software which carries two or more functions The notice step which notifies the 
function chosen from said two or more functions, The receiving step which receives 



transfer of the use propriety of the function notified in said notice step, It is 
characterized by making a computer perform the control step which controls a 
functional limit of the function notified in said notice step according to the transfer 
received in said receiving step. 

[0020] In order to attain the above-mentioned purpose, the control approach 
according to claim 16 The reception process which receives the notice of the function 
chosen by the client computer which owns the software which carries two or more 
functions in the control approach for controlling a server computer, It is characterized 
by having the decision process which opts for transfer of the use propriety of said 
notified function, and the transfer process which transmits the use propriety of said 
notified function for which it opted in said decision process. 

[0021] In order to attain the above-mentioned purpose, a storage according to claim 

17 In the storage memorized possible [ computer read-out of the program for 
enforcing the control approach for controlling a server computer ] The reception 
process which receives the notice of the function chosen by the client computer which 
owns the software which carries two or more functions, It is characterized by making 
a computer execute the program for carrying out the decision process which 
determines the use propriety of said notified function, and the transfer process which 
transmits transfer of the use propriety of said notified function for which it opted in 
said decision process. 

[0022] In order to attain the above-mentioned purpose, a program according to claim 

18 In the program for enforcing the control approach for controlling a server computer 
The reception step which receives the notice of the function chosen by the client 
computer which owns the software which carries two or more functions, It is 
characterized by making a computer perform the decision step which determines the 
use propriety of said notified function, and the transfer step which transmits transfer of 



the use propriety of said notified function for which it opted in said decision step. 
[0023] 

[Embodiment of the Invention] Hereafter, the client/server system concerning the 
gestalt of operation of this invention is explained in full detail using a drawing. 
[0024] (Gestalt of the 1st operation) Drawing 1 is the block diagram of the network of 
the client/server system concerning the gestalt of operation of this invention. 
[0025] In the client/server system 100 of drawing 1 , Web server 31 as a server 
computer is connected to the network (Network) 28 through a router 29 and the 
Internet (Internet) 30. 

[0026] Direct continuation of the network 28 is carried out to PCs 3, 6, 9, 12, 14, 16, 
19, 22, 25, and 27, printers (Printer) 13 and 15, and a modem (Modem) 26. PCs 
(Personal Computer) 3, 6, 9, 12, 19, 22, and 25 mind signal lines 2, 5, 8, 11, 18, 21, 
and 24, respectively. It connects with a printer (Printer) 1, a scanner (Scanner) 4, a 
printer (Printer) 7, the scanner (Scanner) 10, the scanner (Scanner) 17, the scanner 
(Scanner) 20, and the modem (Modem) 23. 

[0027] Drawing 2 is drawing showing the office layout of the client/server system 100 
of drawing 1 . 

[0028] In the office layout of drawing 2 , five groups each of Groups A, B, C, D, and E 
and Groups F, G, H, I, and J are stationed across the path at both sides. Specifically a 
printer 1 and PC3 are arranged at Group A, a scanner 4 and PC6 are arranged at 
Group B, a printer 7 and PC9 are arranged at Group C, a printer 10 and PC12 are 
arranged at Group D, and the printer 13 and PC14 are arranged at Group E. 
Moreover, it faces across a path, a printer 15 and PC16 are arranged at Group F, a 
scanner 17 and PC19 are arranged at Group G, a scanner 20 and PC22 are arranged 
at Group H, a modem 23 and PC25 are arranged at Group I, and the modem 26 and 
PC27 are arranged at Group J. 



[0029] Drawing 3 is drawing showing the graphical user interface in the client/server 
system 100 of drawing 1 . 

[0030] The graphical user interface of drawing 3 displays the office layout of drawing 
2 , and if it is the computer by which direct continuation is carried out to the network 
28, it is set up so that it can display on every computer. That is, all of PCs 3, 6, 9, 12, 
1 4, 1 6, 1 9, 22, 25, and 27 can display the office layout of drawing 2 by this graphical 
user interface. 

[0031] Although a user controls various devices, such as the above-mentioned printer 
1 , through this interface, he may be the same as that of the case where the computer 
which displays this graphical user interface in this case, and the computer (henceforth 
a "client computer") which actually controls the various above-mentioned devices are 
another. 

[0032] Although four carbon buttons, a "scanning function", a "print function", a "copy 
function", and a "FAX function", exist in the upper part of the graphical user interface 
of drawing 3 , these carbon buttons show the following functions, respectively. 

- Scanning function: The image read with the scanner is transmitted to PC. 

- Print function: The file on PC is printed out by the printer. 

- Copy function: The image read with the scanner is printed out by the printer. 

- FAX function: FAX transmission of the file on PC is carried out through a modem. 
[0033] In addition, among above-mentioned functions, the computer which displays 
this graphical user interface sets the flag of an usable function to Enable on a 
graphical user interface at that time, and sets the flag of an unusable function to 
Disable. In the gestalt of this operation, the flag of Enable, a copy function, and a FAX 
function is set to Disable only for the flag of a scanning function and a print function by 
the install initial state. 

[0034] Furthermore, x mark is given to the carbon button in whoch the function in 



which a flag is Disable among four carbon buttons which exist in the upper part of an 
above-mentioned graphical user interface as shown in drawing 3 is shown. This x 
mark is automatically given to the carbon button in which the function to which the flag 
was set to Disable from Enable is shown, and is automatically deleted from the 
carbon button in which the function to which the flag was set to Enable from Disable is 
shown. Thereby, a user understands a function usable now at a glance for some on a 
graphical user interface. 

[0035] Drawing 5 is the flow chart of Web access processing of the client computer at 
the time of a copy function addition. 

[0036] In the gestalf of this operation, as for the computer which displays a client 
computer and the above-mentioned graphical user interface, any one of the PCs 3, 6, 
9, 12, 14, 16, 19, 22, 25, and 27 is suitably chosen by assignment of a user or the 
predetermined network control program. In addition, the client computer is using the 
software which also carries beforehand the function added as a function which can be 
used altogether. Moreover, by deleting x mark from the carbon button with which x 
mark is given among four carbon buttons which exist in the above-mentioned 
graphical user interface upper part by the following processings shows having been 
added as a function which the function concerned can use by the graphical user 
interface. Furthermore, although the gestalt of this operation explains the case where 
a copy function is added so that it may become an usable function, it is also the same 
as when a scanning function, an above-mentioned print function, and an 
above-mentioned FAX function are added. 

[0037] With a client computer, the carbon button in which a copy function is shown 
among four carbon buttons which exist in the upper part of a graphical user interface 
as shown in drawing 4 is first chosen as a user with a pointing device (step S2). And a 
client computer performs flag detection of the copy function chosen as the user (step 



S3). 

[0038] As for a client computer, a flag distinguishes whether it is Disable as a result of 
flag detection of step S3. When a flag is not Disable (i.e., when it is Enable), a client 
computer processes step S10 mentioned later. On the other hand, when a flag is 
Disable, it judges that a client computer has the volition which pays a countervalue for 
a user to receive use consent of a copy function, the functional addition URL is 
accessed (step S5), and the function name ("copy function") and user ID are 
uploaded to Web server 31 (step S6). In addition, the functional addition URL 
(Uniform Resource Locator) is URL which shows the location on the Internet of the 
file of the Web server 31 interior. 

[0039] If drawing 6 which Web server 31 mentions later is processed, a client 
computer will receive transfer of the licence of a copy function from Web server 31 
(step S8). And a client computer changes the flag of a copy function into Enable from 
Disable, and as shown in drawing 7 , it deletes x mark on the carbon button in which 
the copy function of a graphical user interface is shown in connection with it (step S9). 
Thereby, while a user can check whether licence of the copy function has been 
carried out by the graphical user interface from Web server 31, he can check that 
accounting to a copy function has been performed by Web server 31 . 
[0040] the time of distinguishing whether other functional addition processings have 
ended the client computer at step S10, and having not ended yet - the processing 
after the above-mentioned step S2 - being concerned - others - it carries out 
similarly about a function and this processing is ended after that. 
[0041] Drawing 6 is the flow chart of the Web server 31 side processing in step S7 of 
drawing s . 

[0042] Web server 31 has access to the functional addition URL from a client 
computer, and it distinguishes whether user ID and a function name were uploaded 



(step S22). When there is no access as a result of distinction of step S22, Web server 
31 processes step S26 mentioned later. On the other hand, when there is access, 
Web server 31 charges the countervalue of the licence of the function similarly 
uploaded to the user corresponding to the user ID uploaded from the client computer 
(stepS23). 

[0043] Next, it distinguishes whether accounting required of the client computer at 
step S23 was performed (step S24). When accounting was not performed at step S24 
and it is distinguished, Web server 31 processes step S26 mentioned later. On the 
other hand, when it is distinguished that accounting was performed at step S24, Web 
server 31 transmits licence to a client computer (step S25). 

[0044] the time of distinguishing whether other functional addition processings have 
ended Web server 31 at step S26, and having not ended yet - the processing after 
the above-mentioned step S22 - being concerned - others - it carries out similarly 
about a function and this processing is ended after that. 

[0045] According to processing of drawing 5 and drawing 6 , the user has not paid the 
countervalue for using a copy function to Web server 31 yet among the various 
functions displayed on the graphical user interface, but when there is newly paid 
volition, YES) is accessed by step S4 of ( drawing 5 , and a client computer is 
accessed at the functional addition URL of Web server 31 (step S5 of drawing 5 ). 
And the countervalue for using a copy function by Web server 31 is charged (step 
S23 of drawing 6 ). Then, as for (step S25 of drawing 6 ). and a client computer, use 
of a copy function is attained by transmitting that from Web server 31 . 
[0046] Therefore, a user can pay the countervalue of a copy function automatically, 
without ********(ing) a hand, and the time and effort and cost at the time of being a 
functional addition can be mitigated. 

[0047] (Gestalt of the 2nd operation) Next, the accounting system concerning the 



gestalt of the 2nd operation is explained. In addition, with the gestalt of the 2nd 
operation, although accounting about the function of an Enable condition is 
performed per moon, if the period which is not using the function concerned passes 
over one month, accounting to the function will be stopped automatically. 
[0048] Moreover, the accounting structure of a system in the gestalt of the 2nd 
operation is the same as that of the gestalt of the 1st operation mentioned above. 
[0049] Drawing 8 is the modification of the flow chart of Web access processing of the 
client computer at the time of a copy function addition. Also in the gestalt of the 2nd 
operation, the computer and client computer which display a graphical user interface 
are suitably chosen from either of PCs 3, 6, 9, 12, 14, 16, 19, 22, 25, and 27 by 
assignment of a user or the predetermined network control program like processing of 
above-mentioned drawing 5 . Moreover, although the case where the function added 
to a client computer is a copy function is explained, the same is said of the case of an 
above-mentioned scanning function, a print function, and a FAX function. 
[0050] First, in a client computer, if a copy function is chosen by the user with a 
pointing device among four carbon buttons which exist in the upper part of a user 
interface (step S32), after setting the time counter to a copy function to 0 (step S37), 
flag detection of a copy function will be performed (step S38). 

[0051] A client computer distinguishes whether the flag of a copy function is Disable 
in step S38 as a result of flag detection (step S39). When the flag of a copy function is 
not Disable (i.e., when it is Enable), a client computer processes step S45. On the 
other hand, when the flag of a copy function is Disable, a client computer is judged to 
be a thing with the volition which pays a countervalue for a user to receive use 
consent of a copy function from Web server 31, and accesses the functional addition 
URL (step S40). 

[0052] Next, a client computer applies for the beginning of using of a function to add 



by transmitting the name (copy function) and user ID of a function adding as an 
usable function to Web server 31 (step S41). 

[0053] If drawing 6 which Web server 31 mentioned above is processed, a client 
computer will receive transfer of the licence of a copy function from Web server 31 
(step S43). And a client computer changes the flag of a copy function into Enable 
from Disable, and deletes x mark on the carbon button in which the copy function of a 
graphical user interface is shown in connection with it like drawing 7 (step S44). 
[0054] the time of distinguishing whether other functional addition processings have 
ended the client computer at step S45, and other functional addition processings not 
being completed - the processing after the above-mentioned step S32 - being 
concerned -- others - it carries out similarly about a function and this processing is 
ended after that. 

[0055] any of four carbon buttons which exist in the graphical user interface upper 
part of a client computer at step S32 on the other hand ~ although — when not chosen 
as a user, it distinguishes whether the flag of each carbon button is Disable (step 
S33). And a client computer counts up the time counter of the function in which it is 
not Disable which it is got blocked and is Enable (step S34). 

[0056] Next, a client computer distinguishes whether the time counter of the function 
counted up at step S34 has counted for a long time than one month (step S35). 
Consequently, when the time counter of the function concerned has not counted for a 
long time than one month, a client computer performs processing after the 
above-mentioned step S32. On the other hand, when the time counter of the function 
concerned has counted for a long time than one month, a client computer performs 
automatic moratorium processing of drawing 9 mentioned later (step S36). 
[0057] Drawing 9 is the flow chart of automatic moratorium processing of the client 
computer in step S36 of drawing 8 . 



[0058] First, a client computer accesses the functional addition URL of Web server 31 
(step S52). And it applies for use termination of the function by transmitting the 
function name and user ID of a function in which one month passed, not using it to a 
Web server 31 side (step S53). 

[0059] If drawing 10 which Web server 31 mentions later is processed after this 
application is made, a client computer will receive transfer of a disable from a Web 
server 31 side (step S55). And the flag of the function is changed into Disable from 
Enable, x mark on the carbon button in which the copy function of a graphical user 
interface is shown in connection with it is added like drawing 1 1 (step S56), and this 
processing is ended. 

[0060] By processing of drawing 9 , a user can know easily that use of the function 
concerned became impossible while being able to interrupt automatically payment of 
the countervalue for having Web server 31 permit use of the function which was not 
being used for a long time than one month. 

[0061] In addition, when a user clicks the carbon button of an Enable function, and a 
user judges it as what wishes termination of the function concerned and performs 
automatic moratorium processing of drawing 9 . accounting in every month to the 
function concerned can be terminated. 

[0062] Drawing 10 is the flow chart of the Web server 31 side processing after the use 
termination application of the function by the client computer. 

[0063] Web server 31 detects the existence of access to the functional addition URL 
from a client computer (step S62), and detects whether the application from a client 
computer is a beginning-of-using application, or it is a use termination application 
(step S63). 

[0064] Next, Web server 31 charges the countervalue of the licence of the function 
which similarly uploaded from the client computer whether the application detected at 



step S63 was a use termination application to the user corresponding to the user ID 
uploaded from the client computer when it distinguished (step S64), consequently it 
was not a use termination application, i.e., it was a beginning-of-using application to 
add (step S65). 

[0065] Next, Web server 31 ends this processing as it is, when it distinguishes 
whether accounting was performed at step S65 (step S66) and accounting is not 
performed. On the other hand, when accounting is performed, Web server 31 
transmits licence to a client computer (step S67). 

[0066] On the other hand, when it is a use termination application as a result of 
distinction of step S64, to the user corresponding to the user ID transmitted from the 
client computer, Web server 31 ends accounting which was being performed for 
every month to the function (function in which one month passed, not using it) 
similarly transmitted from the client computer (step S68), and transmits a disable to a 
client computer (step S69). 

[0067] the time of distinguishing whether other functional addition processings have 
ended Web server 31 at step S70, and having not ended yet - the processing after 
the above-mentioned step S62 - being concerned - others - it carries out similarly 
about a function and this processing is ended after that. 

[0068] According to processing of drawing 8 - drawing 10 , have paid the 
countervalue for a user to use a copy function to Web server 31 , but When one month 
passes not using a copy function, at step S35 of ( drawing 8 YES), The functional 
addition URL of Web server 31 is accessed (step S52 of drawing 9 ). and accounting 
which was being performed for every month to the function (copy function) in which 
one month passed while [ this ] not having been used by it is terminated (step S68 of 
drawing 10 ). Therefore, a user can prevent paying superfluously the countervalue to 
the function which is not used. 



[0069] Moreover, it cannot be overemphasized that this invention can apply the 
storage which memorized the program module of the software which realizes the 
automatic accounting approach of the gestalt operation mentioned above also when 
attained by supplying a program to a system or equipment In this case, the program 
module itself read from the storage will realize the new function of this invention, and 
the storage which memorized that program will constitute this invention. 
[0070] Although the program module in the gestalt of each above-mentioned 
implementation is respectively stored in Web server 31 , the computer which displays 
a graphical user interface, and the client computer, as a storage which supplies a 
program module, the memory card of a floppy (trademark) disk, a hard disk, an 
optical disk, a magneto-optic disk, CD-ROM, CD-R, DVD, a magnetic tape, and a 
non-volatile etc. can be used for it, for example. 
[0071] 

[Effect of the Invention] As explained above, according to this invention, the time and 
effort and cost at the time of performing automatically accounting at the time of 
adding a function to software, without troubling a user's hand, and adding a function 
to software are mitigable. 



DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 



[Brief Description of the Drawings] 

rDrawina 1J It is the block diagram of the network of the client/server system 
concerning the gestalt of this operation. 

rDrawina 21 It is drawing showing the office layout of the client/server system 100 of 



drawing 1 . 

[Drawing 31 It is drawing showing the graphical user interface in the client/server 
system 1 00 of drawing 1 . 

[Drawing 41 It is drawing showing the graphical user interface in the client/server 
system 1 00 of drawing 1 . 

fDrawino 51 It is the flow chart of Web access processing of the client computer at the 
time of a copy function addition. 

fDrawino 61 It is the flow chart of the Web server side processing in step S7 of 
drawing 5 . ■ 

[Drawing 71 It is drawing showing the graphical user interface in the client/server 
system 1 00 of drawing 1 . 

[Drawing 81 It is the modification of the flow chart of Web access processing of the 
client computer at the time of a copy function addition. 

[Drawing 91 It is the flow chart of automatic moratorium processing of the client 
computer in step S36 of drawing 8 . 

[Drawing 101 It is the flow chart of the Web server 31 side processing after the use 
termination application of the function by the client computer. 

[Drawing 111 It is drawing showing the graphical user interface in the client/server 

system of drawing 9 . 

[Description of Notations] 

1, 7, 13, 15, 20 Printer 

3,6,9,12,14,16,19,22,25,27 PC 

4, 10, 17 Scanner 

23 26 Modem 
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ble^«S^S*>^*Jgij'rs (Xfy/S3 9) o 3^ 
-«ffi©7^^*1sable^V>& ^£ 0 Enabled 

5 0«W^rff^o -Sr> nfcf-««tD7^^^isable 

^7^7»3y^a-^ 3.— if & 
We bit-M3 1 ^6a.e-^«^fWB«SSI**^ 

assign 

uRUtr^-trx-r* (xf7^S4 0) 9 

[0 0 5 2] ^7^7yha>e^^ ffiJB 

£:x— if I D%W e bit— ^ 3 1 fciJUrr* C £ £<J; 
30 4 1)o 

[00 5 3] We b it— M 3 1 *Vti£LfcH 6 <D&m%: 
n5£. *7-f7V>3>tfi-^ We bit— /S3 

i*venif-ffiti©ffia^<oa»^sft^ (xf^ 

^S43)c ^lt, T> hzi2s&a^#iZa\Z 

— fflSgO^^^Disabie^SEhable^^lgb, ^nic 
>7 ^ #/Kx— if-T 7 x -fXOri If— «ig^r 

7 S 4 4) o 

[00 5 4] X^^^S 4 5T*l*. ??*CT> bu>\£ 

[0 0 5 5]-^ X^^yS 3 2KT, ^7-<7Vh 
ri^ifi— ^(0^7^^;!/^- if^v^7x-TX±S^ 
tc#^S 4 o<D#* v<Dt/^-rnfc^n— 1fk:S«^ti 
ftA^/t^ttt, fn€no^^><D77 ^Disable 

■ess^g^wgu-rs (Xf7/S3 3) o fit, 

^^-rr^hn^tf a— ^ti. Disable-e^V\ O^DE 
50 nable-efe^ffitgco^-f A^^^^^^^VhT^^-T 
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5 (X-r-y^S 3 4) o 

[0 0 5 61 *9-?<r>h3>l?a— #1*, Xr 

(X^^y^S 3 5) o ^£>«§j||, Sttmo*YA*9 
y^t^ l <t Of < h Itv^i: tfi, 
YT^hn^e^-^tefu^X-r^ys 3 2tm<DWk 
W&ffOo — 35u MS^®fiEO*^I>#*;/*#l 

7S36)o 

[0 0 5 8] 9g&. ?^'(T>b^>\fzL-#^ We 

rS52)o ^tt, ffifflL^V^S 1 *fljWK»l,fc 
ffi^OffiffiS^^-lf I D*We b^-M3 Ifffc&fll 

•y7S 5 3) o 20 
[0 0 5 9] C<£*iS#&2n;te^ We b^/^3 1 

:x-*teWe l<fflfre>^SSit<D^*§tt 
S (X-r^y^S 5 5) . *LT. *0«K4>?9?*&i 
abte£p£>Di sab I elcSXU * Wcfft V << 

— »m ^7i^xo3 v^mmzm-rx * ><o±<o x 

[0 0 6 0] 0 9<D$Q«k:i:t>> 3.— iftt, 1^^0:0 

&<w%LT^&fr^rcmm<D&m*we bv— ^3 1 50 

fee i:^Iic»5<:^^tSo 
[006 1] #*3, 3-^&tnab\e%mm(DM#>%:? 
U *y * -A-lf ^Sgai(0»T^SIL 

Tl^fecotWSrLT, S9 0g»3:&#ii:fflS%ff«5 

[oo62]0iott ^^>rr>h3>tf^-^(c<t 

S«flg<3Dffiffl»7*W«OW e b M3 1 «iaH©:7 ¥0 

[0 0 6 3] Webfwl3 1tt, *9<4T>bX>V 
A _ * ^ e cOffitBiiPU R L ^7 * -fe X<0#J8S£:«tti 

i^*tfcart"S Ur^?S6 3) o 
[0 0 6 4] Web1f-M3 Hi, Xf«^S6 

L (XT^y^S 6 4) v *<D*SJil. {£ffl«S7^fifm* 

o\ ttt>%mmt&#vti'?&z>ti*te. *9«(T>b so 
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n^-^ery^p-F^ tirciL— *f i d 

* £ r *y ^n— f Stifci&ta Lfcv>ffi&&D^l^<9fcr 

(Xfy/S 6 5) o 
[0 0 6 5] We bt-/^3 l&X-r^S 6 5 

6) % R^fT^n^A^orc^^^, *<D£$:*:8yS* 
*jTr*o — H&tffft>tl^-2:«r«. We b-9— 

(X-r-y^S 6 7) o 

[0 0 6 6] — Xfy^S 6 4<D«Bfl©ISIk teJB 
»7*|ST-&Sfc£fcJ:. We b^/*3 i«*^r> 

£*f LT 1 *^SfcffoTV^c^&£*r7L (X-r^r 
S6 8K ^^-TTVhn^e^-^kiffiffl^ih^rea 
t§.(Xfy^S6 9) o 
[0 0 6 7] 7 0-e«, We b1J-— /S3 1 « 

[0 0 6 8] 08-0 1 OOffljWC*™*. a— W3 

jgLfcfc^fc: (BI80X^*yrS3 5-eYES) , We 
b«f— M3 Icoa^iilftPUR LteT^-feXb (09<DX 
f^/S 5 2) , iKDffii^tl^lt 1 ^r^^ffiSL 

&*»7?H±S (01 OOX-r y^S 6 8) o bfctfo 

ttiLSct ^l»ih*r SC^ *o 

[0069]* fc. l rzmm<D&m<Dm 

u 99 % C £ fc cfc o rgi^n^ t # tC feS 

Lrcmmmmt*ftwztmj&*?zc tic**, 

[oo 7o] ±m&mffi<D&mte&tt&7*?9i±izV 

^«»^X^. CD-ROM, CD-R. DVD. & 
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So 

immcoffim&mffli 

can *^SB03^^c«^^v>rr>hx^-/v>x 
[023 ^ico^^-rrvh/it— ^>7f^i oo© 

[03] 0 1 0^7^7>h/f-/V>XrA 1 OOfc 

So 

[0 4] WkKOf^Tl/Y/V^Ki/ttl*! OOfc 

33#s tf^y-r -tf x^-r 0-e* 

So 

[0 5] ntf-seBi^o^^-rr^hnvifa.-^ 

OWe bT^X^<D:?n— ^*—h-e&S 0 
[06] 0 5OXt^:/S 7£*5ttSWe b«f— >n 
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[07] 01<D*^-fr>h/'9-— ^>Xt*Z>1 0 01C 
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[08] 3if-«fiB|sn^o^^>fr>h3vea.-^ 

OWe b7'^^Xffl3i<07D—^^--hco^W-e* 
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[09] 08(DX-r^ys 3 6iClotfZ>?^'<T> 

So 

/o [01 o] ?<7>(T>b*^¥*—2ic&z>mm(D&m 

<$7*!!&cDWe bt-M3 1 {|]fflJl(0:7n-^*- K 
T*So 

[011] 09O^^-fr>h/-9-^^X-rixfc^t 
S ^77Y A/Pa.— *f >f 7 x-f X^t0t*$5 o 
[?3*t<Dt«fPl] 

1. 7, 13, 15. 2 0 7V >Z 

3, 6. 9, 1 2, 1 4, 1 6, 1 9, 2 2, 2 5, 2 
7 PC 

4, 10. 17 X**7" 
20 2 3, 2 6 ^r-ri* 
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